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M. HAFFKINE.
We are very sorry to learn that M. HaNkine is compelled
to leave India owing to impaired health, attributable to the
- effects of an attack of climatic fever contracted in Assam.
By his exhibition of self-sacrifice and enthusiasm in prosecut-
ing the work he had undertaken in India M. Haffkine is well
entitled to the esteem in which he is evidently held in that
country. He has been indefatigable in his labours, has spent
.a large sum of money, and has sacrificed his time, and now
his health, in the cause he had at heart. We sincerely join
with his many friends in wishing him a speedy restoration to
’health.
MEDICAL REFORM IN INDIA.
We learn from the Anglo-Indian papers that a movement
has been started among the native medical element in
Bombay for the separation of the civil and military medical
services, with reconstitution of the civil branch and the
.advancement and recognition of its subordinate grades.
A committee has been formed for the purpose, and a pre-
liminary meeting held for settling the outlines of a pro-
gramme of medical reform in India, and for the organisation
of local committees at different centres in India and the
formation of a fund are contemplated.
TYPHOID FEVER AT POONA.
There has been a considerable amount of enteric fever at
Poona of late, and some fatal cases have occurred among
- the officers at that station.
The Surgeon-Major-Generalship at Gibraltar has been
transferred to Devonport, and the medical charge at
"Gibraltar will be held by a Surgeon-Colonel.
Correspondence.
"MERCURY IN HEART DISEASE."
" Aucli alteram partem."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;I have been much interested in reading Dr. W.
Murray’s article under the above heading in THE LANCET of
&bgr;ept. 28th. I concur fully in his opinion of its great value
in all cases of heart disease where passive congestion and
oedema are present. I well remember a remark of Dr. Stone,
.at St. Thomas’s Hospital, concerning the value of the
well-known pill containing equal parts of squill, digitalis,
and blue pill. "Both Dr. Murchison and I," said he,
" highly appreciate this prescription. But he will only allow
any potency to the digitalis there is in it and forgets all
.about the blue pill, whereas I, perhaps, am liable to
think too little of the digitalis and place all my trust
in the mercury." My own experience leads me also
to think far more highly of mercury (or calomel) in
the treatment of passive cardiac congestion than of digitalis.
Dr. Murray believes it has a peculiar tonic action on the
heart itself. Though not denying such action, I do not see
that it is necessary to explain the efficacy of the drug in
these cases. Water-logged tissues can only exhibit a feeble
vitality. The water-logged lungs, liver, kidneys, pancreas,
intestinal and lymphatic glands can, therefore, but feebly
perform their nutritive functions. Food will thus be imper-
fectly assimilated and effete material imperfectly removed.
The circulation of the resulting poisonous matters in the
body will still further paralyse all its functions, including
that of the already weak heart, and, what is of still
greater importance in this respect, nature’s endeavour to
prevent the circulation of these poisons, by constricting
the peripheral arterioles, will double and treble the
heart’s labour. Common-sense reasoning would urge us not
to drive the heart, but rather to relieve it of all unneces-
sary labour. This is what mercury does by its unique power
of stimulating all glandular organs. It urges them to
healthy metabolism, notwithstanding their oedematous con-
dition. Hence the ptomaines vanisli and with them the con-
striction of the nrterioles. freeing the heart of half its labour.
It is thus I would explain the excellent action of mercury in
the case so well detailed by Dr. Murray, and also in one I
have recorded on page 389 of Essays in Heart and Lung
Disease," which is briefly this: "A man with double aortic
disease had 0l’thopnaea and ascites, as well as general oedema.
He was given cardiac tonics" for three days with no relief,
the urine remaining at twenty ounces. I then gave him a
third of a grain of calomel every two hours ; the urine at
once rose to over 100 ounces, and in ten days the oedema and
orthopnoea were quite gone, the heart Bwas calm, and the
pulse, which had been small and bard, was large and duly
soft." I am, Sirs, yours truly,
Birmingham, Sept. 28th, 1895. ARTHUR FOXWELL.
" OVER-OPERATING IN GYN&AElig;COLOGY."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;Mr. Lawson Tait, in his letter in THE LANCET of
Sept. 21st, speaks of the "bagatelle risk of 1’6 per cent.
mortality." Does he remember the mortality of about 15 per
cent. in an institution in this town for the establishment of
which he is responsible ? Mr. Tait writes as though abdo-
minal sections were resorted to chiefly for the removal of
pus. It has been observed here by myself and others that
ovaries and tubes said to be diseased have after removal
proved to be not only free from pus, but from any sign of
disease sufficient to justify the operation.
T a.m. Sirs. vonrs fa,ithfnllv_
Southampton, Sept. 28th, 1895. J. F. BULLAR.
"A RARE FORM OF SKIN DISEASE FOLLOW-
ING THE EXTERNAL APPLICATION OF
IODINE LINIMENT."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SiRS,&mdash;Perhaps you will permit me to draw attention to
a few points in connexion with Dr. Dobie’s interesting case
published in THE LANCET of Sept. 28th. In 1890 I pointed
out that many drugs and specific poisons had the power,
when introduced into the system, of irritating any or all of
the channels of excretion. In this way we get dermatitis,
bronchitis, dyspepsia, diarrhoea, nephritis, and so on in con-
nexion with gout, ptomaines, exanthems (such as scarlet
fever), and various drugs. Iodine is one of the drugs that
seems to be capable of inflaming any of the excretory outlets.
Its excretion, when not carried out by the kidneys, gives rise
to the interesting group of symptoms known as "iodism."
It has, moreover, actually been detected in the pustules
of some forms of iodine rash. For some years I have been on
the look-out for iodism where there was distinct evidence of
kidney inadequacy. In Dr. Dobie’s case there were albu-
minuria and signs of advanced kidney disease. My sugges-
tion is that the iodine was absorbed into the circulation by
the skin, that it was not excreted by the usual channel, the
kidney, and that the severe general subsequent dermatitis
was due to an attempt of the skin to throw off the irritant
iodine ; that the rash was, in fact, caused by excretory irrita-
tion. I am, Sirs. vours faithfullv,
I Pump-court, Temple, E.C., Sept. 28th, 1895. DAVID WALSH.
"THE FIFTH YEAR OF MEDICAL STUDY
AND PUPILAGE."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SlES,&mdash;With regard to devoting six months of the last
year of pupilage in the practice of a general practitioner,
alluded to in your most interesting leading article in
THE LANCET of Sept. 28th, is there anything to prevent the
pupil, after he has qualified, returning to the scene of his last
days of pupilage, taking advantage of the six months’ intro-
duction he has had to the patients of the general practi-
tioner, and commencing a practice on his own account 2
T am Sir volirq t.rnlv
Park-street, Windsor, Sept. 27th, 1895. W. B. HOLDERNESS.
"HOSPITAL ABUSE AT BRIGHTON."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
Sms,-The committee of management of the Sussex
County Hospital have noticed with much concern a para-
graph in THE LANCET of Sept. 21st, founded on a
letter in a local newspaper, on alleged abuse of the charity
by patients able to pay for medical attendance. Such a
statement in the leading medical journal, if allowed to go
